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[ ] Before the first Office Action on the merits or three (3) months from the 
filing date of this application, whichever occurs last. [37 CFR § 1.97(b)] 

[ ] After the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office 
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Certification Under 37 CFR § 1.97(e) 
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Provision of Copies of References 

[ ] A copy of each of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 is 
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[ ] A translation of Reference is enclosed herewith and forms a part hereof. 

[ ] A copy of the European Search Report from a corresponding or related EPO 
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[X ] This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior 
U.S. Patent Application No. Serial No. 10/859,319, filed May 17, 2001, which is a continuation 
of application Serial No. 09/099, 825, filed June 18, 1998, which is a continuation-in-part of 
application Serial No. 08/942,797, filed October 2, 1997, which is a continuation of application 
Serial No. 08/791,760, filed January 29, 1997, now U.S. Patent No. 5,706,800. All of the 
references were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the prior application(s) and therefore 
are not required to be provided in this application: 

[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 04-1679 . 
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